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Tour Schedule

*Please be advised that 1) under certain circumstances, the schedule may be changed (in case of force majeure). if a visit to a certain company cannot be carried out, tour organizers will arrange a meeting at an equally prominent company in the 

same field. To receive updates on the tour schedule, please contact the FastForward representatives. 2) When drawing up the schedule, tour participants’ requests and objectives are taken into account. Some visits are included in the schedule 

based on organizing company’s long-term experience. 

Silicon Valley 
ManageMenT 
Tour Schedule*
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Tour Schedule

Sunday

  arrival.

Welcome to San Francisco! 
upon arrival at the San Francisco international airport, the 
tour participants are transferred to the hotel. fastforward 
provides transportation
approximate plane ticket price: uS$1,200

 We recommend the Four Seasons 
hotel at east Palo alto 
http://www.fourseasons.com/siliconvalley 
2050 university avenue,
east Palo alto, ca 94303
approximate room price: uS$350 per night

Monday 

8:00-9:00 
 Breakfast at the hotel  

9:00-10:30
official welcome and tour overview. 
introduction to Silicon Valley Presentation  
group guides: alesya glushchuk, Managing director 
at FastForward, and ilja gruen, lecturer at Stanford 
university.

10:30-12:00
Visit to Stanford university 
Speaker: ilja gruen, 
lecturer at Stanford university.

The guests will be given a guided tour of the university with visits to its museum 
and library. They will learn of the university’s history and its present activity. 
during the visit, the participants will study the relationship between academic 
institutions and businesses in Silicon Valley. They will also learn how Stanford 
influences the Silicon Valley iT development and vise versa.

12:00-13:00 
 lunch at cantor arts center 

13:00-13:30
continuation of the Stanford tour
Speaker: ilja gruen, lecturer at Stanford university

lecture tour of Stanford university: innovative approaches to education, 
research and student financial support. discussion on technology exchange 
and business incubators.  

13.30-14:30
Visit to dropbox 

The tour participants will meet the fast-growing company’s executives. They 
will have an opportunity to ask questions and view the latest developments in 
cloud technology.

14:30-16:00 
Visit to Microsoft
Speaker: Kenny Spade, developer evangelist at Microsoft

Windows 8 and Mobile Mc prospects. a guided tour of the software 
giant’s campus. Meeting the speakers and discussing cloud computing 
development trends among other topics. Q&a session. 

16.00-18:00 
Visit to Sofinnova Ventures
Speaker: eric Buatois, general Partner

The company was founded in 1974. it operates more than a billion dollars in 
startup investments and shares its experience helping them develop.

18:00 
 dinner at la Strada italian restaurant
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tueSday

8:30-9:30
 Breakfast at the hotel

9:30-11:30
Visit to airBnB Startup

airbnb is a startup which has created a reliable platform for people to search 
and rent lodgings. Meeting the executives. Q&a session.

11:30-12:30
 lunch

12:30-14:00
Visit to dFJ Ventures
Speaker: alexandra Johnson,  
Managing director at dFJ

This is a venture company founded in 1985. it has invested in more than 
400 startups. during the meeting with the company’s Managing director, 
the tour participants will learn more about venture investing.

14:00-16:00
Visit to Juniper networks 
Speaker: andrej Titov, 
director of business operations

The tour participants will view the latest developments in networking 
solutions and cloud computing. 

16:00-18:00
Visit to draper university

located in Silicon Valley, draper university is the brainchild of the american 
venture capital investor Tim draper. it is an unconventional world-class 
school for the brightest young entrepreneurs from all over the world. 

18:00 
 dinner with a draper university 

representative at the Pastis restaurant.
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WedneSday

8:30-9:30
 Breakfast at the hotel  

9:30-11:00
Visit to yelp inc.

yelp inc. operates an online guide of local businesses such as restaurants 
and beauty salons where users can upload and view the ratings and 
customer feedback. Popular businesses have hundreds of reviews. The site 
also provides social networking functions for the reviewers.  

11:00-13:00
Visit to Facebook
Speaker: Sean ryan, 
director, games Partnerships

The future of social networks. Marketing and advertising tools. ioS app 
support. Facebook is the world’s fastest growing social network. during the 
visit to Facebook, the participants will learn more about the company and 
the social model of internet development. a Q&a session will be held during 
which the participants will get all their questions answered.  

13:00-13:30
 lunch

13:30-16:00
Visit to nextdoor

nextdoor is a startup which allows people to connect with their neighbors 
both in small towns and in big city neighborhoods. each neighborhood has 
its own ‘private’ social network which is off-limits to strangers. The site has 
attracted registered users from more than 22,500 neighborhoods.

16:00-18:00
Visit to cognizant Business incubator
Speaker: Mark iwanowski, executive directorr

cognizant is a major supplier of iT, business consulting, and business apps. 
a Q&a session will be held by the company’s executive director.

18:00
 dinner at café renzo 

with google engineers
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thurSday

8:00-9:00 
 Breakfast at the hotel

9:00-11:00
Visit to SaP 
Speaker: Victoria Menshchikova, 
director, Product Marketing
 
SaP is a leading enterprise software developer. during the visit, discussion will 
focus on the company’s products, innovation, and current market trends. The 
Product Marketing director at SaP will hold a Q&a session.

11:00-13:00
Visit to Box.

Box is a cloud content management service for businesses. The company 
adopted a freemium business model, and provides up to 50gB of free 
storage for personal accounts. a mobile version of the service is available for 
android, BlackBerry, ioS, Webos, and Windows Phone devices.

13:00-13:30
 lunch at Blue garden café

13:30-15:30
Visit to intuit

intuit is a software company which develops financial management 
programs. its major products are Quicken and TurboTax, as well as the 
small business accounting program QuickBooks. 

15:30-18:00
Visit to Plug-and-Play Tech center

Plug-and-Play Tech center is an incubator of 280 startups specializing in Web 
2.0, software, and telecommunications. Founded on 2006, it has invested 
more than uS$400 million in various startups. during the visit, discussion 
will focus on incubator operations in Silicon Valley and startup infrastructure 
opportunities as exemplified by the PPTc presentation.

18:00
 dinner at the  

Maggiano’s little italy restaurant.
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Friday

8:00-9:00
 Breakfast at the hotel

9:00-11:00
Visit to adobe

adobe is a leading software developer specializing in graphic design, 
publishing, Web design, and publishing products. The company’s annual 
revenue reaches uS$4 billion

11:00-13:00
Visit to linkedin.

linkedin is a business-oriented social networking service. it has more 
than 225 million registered users representing 150 business fields in 200 
countries.

13:00-13:30
 lunch.

13:30-15:00
Visit to 500 Startups incubator
Speaker: Max Skibinski, 
Serial entrepreneur and angel investor

 
500 Startups is one of the most well-known incubators in Silicon Valley. during 
the visit, discussion will focus on incubator operations in Silicon Valley and 
infrastructural opportunities for startups. discussing international startups in 
a friendly atmosphere.

15:00-17:00
Visit to google 
Speaker: Paul assoyan, Strategic Partner Manager (google 
Maps and earth)

a guided tour of google corporate headquarters googlePlex which houses 
10,000 employees. ‘how does it work?’ The tour participants will visit the 
headquarters and learn more about google operations in general. They will 
also be given a guided tour of the googlePlex. afterwards, a Q&a session will 
be held.

17:00-18:00
Visit to checkout
Speaker: denis Krupenikov, 
Senior Manager

checkout is an online payment processing service provided by google. 
its aim is to simplify the process of paying for online purchases. google 
checkout allows users to purchase goods online without entering their credit 
card details each time. web designers may use this service as a mode of 
payment.

18:00  
 closing dinner and a Wrap-up 

discussion at the Pampas 
Brazilian Steakhouse.

т
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Saturday

 cultural Program
The group leaves for a one-day tour 
of San Francisco..

Since San Francisco is a major uS cultural centre, the tour will be limited to 
the city’s most famous sites such as the iconic golden gate Bridge (2,730 
meters long with a longest span of 1,280 meters), the golden gate Park (7 
km2) with its many museums, the Japanese Tea garden, bison paddock, 
tennis courts, and sports grounds. 

close to the city lies the alcatraz island which is the site of the infamous 
alcatraz prison where many well-know criminals were incarcerated, including 
the legendary al capone. 
 

Sunday

  departure
The group leaves for the San Francisco international 
airport. fastforward provides transportation.
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an oVerVieW oF the aMerican it Market
according to analysts, the global it spending is on the rebound, yet this assessment does not hold true for every 
sector and country. For instance, in 2012, while software and it service segments had recovered almost on all markets, 
in some countries their development varies greatly. the Pierre audoin consultants research shows that in 2014, 
the it industry still faces a number of last-year challenges..

iT MarKeT groWTh raTeS By region 
2009-2013

 eMea (europe, Middle east and africa);    Pacific rim;  northern and latin 
america .

Source: Pac, 2012 Pierre audoin consultants (Pac). 
according to Pac, in the eMea region, the iT marked 
growth will accelerate reaching about 7% by the end of 
2014.

gloBal iT MarKeT groWTh By SegMenT 
2009-2013

 Software products;    iT service in general 

Source: Pac, 2012 Pierre audoin consultants (Pac). 

Software segment growth rate will be higher than iT service 
segment growth rate. in 2011/2012, these segments growth 
ratio was 4.2% to 3.4% whereas in 2012/2013 the ratio 
was 5% to 4.5%. according to Pac, the major innovative 
segments include mobile technology and tablet computers, 
real-time analysis and big data processing, data visualization, 
as well as new concepts and technologies for innovative 

projects integration and stimulation. businesses will also 
continue to invest in M2M, collaborative tools, crM, risk 
management, and other solutions. in light of the sector’s 
special nature, ‘hot’ areas will include PlM integration 
(both ePr and MeS), post-deal integration, e-medicine, 
telemedicine, and smart grid.

gloBal iT SPending

Spending growth  
2013

Spending  
2014

growth  
2014

devices 718* 7,9% 758 5,7%

data centers 146 3,7% 152 4%

corporate software 297 6,4% 316 6,7%

it services 918 4,5% 963 4,9%

telecom services 1688 2% 1728 2,4%

in total 3766 4,1% 3917 4%

* uS$ billion. Source: gartner, april 2014 
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long TeM ViSion For iT induSTry

in december 2013, idc made a number of futuristic 
prognoses of the iT industry development over the next 5 
years. idc analysts continued to actively promote their idea 
of a ‘third platform’ (a combination of mobile, cloud, and 
social technologies coupled with big data) which they believe 
will bring about a fundamental change of the iT landscape in 
the near future.

10 Major idc Predictions up to 2018 are as 
follows:

•	 over the next two years, more than 70% of 
iT directors will change the part they play in 
organizations: rather than manage information 
technologies, they will become innovative 
partners.

•	 however, by 2017, only 40% of iT directors will move 
away from short-term planning in favor of strategic 
planning.

•	 70% of iT directors will be able to prepare businesses 
for undertaking risky projects.

•	 By 2017, 60% of iT directors will employ 
business mobile technology to build flexible 
infrastructure.

•	 due to a demographic transition, the majority of iT 
users will be younger, and therefore 80% of iT directors 
will be forced to develop target user-oriented solutions 
and merge business systems with social networks by 
2015.

•	 By 2015, ‘third platform’ development will compel 

60% of iT directors to make more active use of 
enterprise architecture).

•	 By 2015, 60% of iT directors’ information security 
budgets will be 30-40% lower than is necessary for 
effective protection against threats.

•	 By 2017, 60% of iT directors will face the necessity to 
cut back on infrastructure and operations spending.

•	 By 2016, 80% of iT budgets will be allocated to service 
integration.

•	 By 2018, ‘third platform’ adaptation will change 90% 
of iT roles.

iT MarKeT PrognoSiS For 2013-2014

according to idc data as of november 2013, global iT 
spending will finally grow in 2014 after reaching the lowest 
level in 2013 in the aftermath of the recent financial crisis. 
at year-end 2013, idc expects the global iT spending to 
grow by 4% thus reaching uS$2.04 trillion (in 2012, growth 
rate reached 5%) due to recession on such key markets as 
china and russia.

in 2014, idc expects the chinese market to rebound 
while iT market strengthening in the uS and europe will 
stimulate growth which will exceed 5% thus allowing global 
iT spending to reach uS$2.14 trillion. 
 
 

gloBal iT SPending groWTh 
(in STaBle currency)

 iT spending;    excluding mobile phone expenses

Source: idc (international data corporation)

iT SPending groWTh By region 2013/2014 
(in STaBle currency)

 2013    2014

Source: idc (international data corporation) 
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With computer market showing positive developments in 
the third quarter of 2013, idc hopes we are in for another 
12-18-month cycle of equipment upgrade. due to this cycle 
among other factors spending on servers, storage systems, 
and corporate networks will grow in 2014 by 4% compared 
to 1% in 2013.

Прогнозы ForreSTer reSearc

according to Forrester research data as of July 2013, 
global iT spending in 2013 amounted to $2.06 trillion 
including software, equipment, and iT service expenses 
of corporate sector and state organizations. among 
the world nations, uS iT spending level was the highest. 
Surprisingly, applications were the largest spending 
category in 2013.

Forrester estimates were notably lower than gartner’s, 
published at the end of the first half of the year 2013. 
according to gartner, in 2013, global iT spending 
amounted to uS$3.7 trillion. Moreover, in January 2013, 
Forrester anticipated higher iT spending growth rates: 
5.4% in stable currency and 3.3% in dollar terms. now it 
speaks of 2.3% growth rate in dollars and 4.5% in stable 
currency, whereas gartner anticipates 2% growth rate in 
dollars and 3.5% in stable currency.

computer 
hardware

$404

Telecommunications 
equipment

$322

iT outsourcing 
and hardware 
maintenance

$411

Software
$542

iT consulting and 
cloud technology

$389

$2 069

Tablet 
computers

$21,1

Personal 
computers

$134,2

Servers
$69,2

Memory
$51,7

Peripherals
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other
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operating 
systems

$34,5Software 
applications
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unique software 
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Middleware
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computer 
hardware 

support services
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networks and other 
outsourcing
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infrastructure 
outsourcing

$75,3
hosting
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application 

development
$75,6

application 
management

$21,9

Telecommunications 
companies
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Small and medium 
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Systems 
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Strategies and 
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gloBal BuSineSS and goVernMenT SPending on iT ProducTS and SerViceS ($ Billion)
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iT MarKeT leaderS

Quite recently, Forbes named the fastest-
growing american it companies (golden fusion 
of it and hitech)

The rankings reveal a prominent trend: iT-giants are 
gradually supplanted by small and lesser-known, but more 
active and aggressive innovative companies. heading the 
Forbes list of the fastest-growing american iT companies 
is the business-oriented social network, linkedin. over 
the last three years, the company’s turnover increased by 
102%. last year’s revenue grew by 80%, largely thanks to 
Talent Solutions recruiting software sales.

Facebook was ranked no.2 on the list. over the fiscal year, 
the company’s turnover increased by 87%. The world’s 
largest social network’s revenue exceeds $5 billion, and 
yet investors hope Mark Zuckerberg will find new ways to 
increase profits from mobile advertising. 

apple is the only hardware producer among the top three 
fastest-growing iT companies. The company’s turnover 
has grown by 55%. apple moved down in the ranking (last 
time, it came second) due to a sharp fall in apple stock 
value after it had reached its peak in September 2012 
when they were traded for $700.

FaSTeST-groWing iT coMPanieS in The uS 2013

№ company Business

last 12 
months sales 

(million)

Sales growth 
over last 12 

months 

Sales 
growth over 

3 years 

estimated 
growth over next 

3 years 

1 linkedin Social network $1,109 80% 102% 51%

2 Facebook Social network $5,489 36% 87% 25%

3 apple Pc/Software $169,104 19% 55% 15%

4 3d Systems 3d Printers $378 45% 46% 30%

5 iPg Photonics lasers/amplifiers $581 17% 46% 26%

6 ePaM Systems Software/Services $464 30% 43% 25%

7 Shutterstock online digital image selling $183 38% 41% 21%

8 invenSense home electronics $209 36% 40% 20%

9 Shutterfly online photo services $666 31% 39% 16%

10 opentable online booking service $168 16% 34% 20%

11 SolarWinds Software $282 31% 32% 25%

12 cognizant technology Solutions Programming $7,656 18% 31% 18%

13 athenahealth healthcare cloud computing $451 29% 31% 27%

14 ixia communications equipment $450 43% 30% 15%

15 equinix dPc service $1,981 17% 29% 29%

16 Fortinet Security systems $552 21% 29% 20%

17 google online search $53,499 34% 29% 15%

18 F5 networks communications equipment $1,431 13% 28% 15%

19 rackspace hosting hosting $1,370 25% 28% 24%

20 Vantiv Payment services $1,928 15% 27% 15%

21 Skyworks Solutions Semiconductors $1,689 11% 26% 17%

22 cree Semiconductors $1,318 20% 26% 21%

23 liquidity Services online auctions $496 25% 25% 17%

24 commVault Systems Systems software $496 22% 23% 25%

25 trimble navigation navigation systems $2,094 19% 22% 14%
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ForTune 500 liST oF The uS iT leaderS

eBay

ranked no.196 on the Fortune 500 list 
annual revenue: $14.1 billion
ceo: John donahoe
The company’s position has strengthened: last year, eBay came 228th on 
the list. it is an e-commerce company which provides a platform for online 
auctions. Many Vars know eBay as the place where hewlett-Packard’s ceo 
Meg Whitman used to work.

computer Sciences corp.

ranked no.176 on the Fortune 500 list  
annual revenue: $15.9 billion
Президент и CEO: John Michael lawrie
computer Sciences corp. (cSc) has moved down in the ranking a bit: last 
year, it came 162nd on the list. in 2012, the iT service provider was ranked 
no.4 on the crn Solution Provider 500. in april, cSc made a deal with 
hewlett-Packard to join its iT security management program. 

eMc

ranked no.133 on the Fortune 500 list  
annual revenue: $21.7 billion
ceo: Joseph Tucci
eMc has moved up a few notches compared to last year when it was listed 
139th. recently, the major dSS vendor held the eMc World conference and 
a summit of partners where the company announced it was planning to 
redesign its partnership program to make it easier and more profitable for 
Vars.

tech data

ranked no.199 on the Fortune 500 list  
annual revenue: $25.4 billion
ceo: robert dutkowsky
Tech data moved down in the ranking compared to last year when it came 
109th on the list. over the last years, the wholesale technology distributor 
has been expanding its business in the areas of mobile technology and 
cloud computing. To this end, the company has introduced TdMobility 
and Tdcloud products. in fiscal year 2013 (ending on January 31), Tech 
data generated $2 billion in tablet computer sales, twice as much as in the 
previous year.

oracle

ranked no.80 on the Fortune 500 list  
annual revenue: $37.1 billion.
ceo: larry ellison
as in the previous year oracle was ranked no.82, its position didn’t change 
much. remaining one of the world’s largest software vendors, it has been 
less successful in selling its customized systems of ready-made integrated 
solutions marrying the Sun hardware platform with its own software. Still, 
oracle remains the leading database management system developer and a 
major player in almost all the other software categories, from middleware 
to apps.

ingram Micro

ranked no.76 on the Fortune 500 list  
annual revenue: $37.8 billion.
Президент и CEO: alain Monie
ingram Micro is the only distributor on the list to move up five spots from 
last year when it was ranked no.81. The company has been aggressively 
expanding into a new market in its bid to become a master ‘aggregator of 
cloud services’. ingram Micro helps solutions providers build their cloud 
business by introducing such programs as Seeding the cloud. in april, 
the company launched a professional services platform for its partners in 
north america.
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cisco Systems

ranked no.60 on the Fortune 500 list 
annual revenue: $46.1 billion
ceo: John chambers
cisco moved up in the rankings from last year’s no.46. it remains the leading 
networking equipment vendor on the market and undoubtedly one of the 
most prominent iT companies in the routing segment. having developed the 
unified computing Systems (ucS) convergent platform and taking part in the 
Vce initiative with eMc and VMware, cisco continues to build up its influence 
which extends beyond its mainstream networking equipment business to 
other iT segments.

google

ranked no.55 on the Fortune 500 list 
annual revenue: $52.2 billion
ceo: larry Page
considering google’s rapidly growing influence over the iT sector, it’s 
surprising the company didn’t make the Top 50 list of american corporations. 
Still, google managed to move up considerably as last year it was ranked 
no.73. its virtually monopolistic market position raises concerns among both 
customers and regulators. Quite possibly, google will have to undergo the 
same ‘course correction’ Microsoft was subjected to in the 90s, and aT&T and 
iBM went through in the 70s and 80s respectively. 

intel

ranked no.54 on the Fortune 500 list 
annual revenue: $53.3 billion.
ceo: Brian Krzanich (since May 16 2013)
intel moved three spots down from the last year’s no. 51. now, the task 
of bringing the leading microprocessor producer back to its former 
position has fallen on Brian Krzanich, the recently appointed intel ceo who 
superseded Paul otellini. Krzanich has been working for intel since 1982 in a 
number of capacities, including Vice President and chief operating officer. 
Possessing an extensive knowledge of intel’s operations, he supervised the 
successful overhaul of the company’s manufacturing processes and supply 
chain in 2006. Before becoming ceo, he was intel’s chief operating officer. 
yet the question remains: does Krzanich possess the vision to maintain 
intel’s dominant position in the sector?

dell

ranked no.51 on the Fortune 500 list 
annual revenue: $56.9 billion
ceo: Michael dell
dell moved down in the rankings from the last year’s no.44, and if Michael 
dell & co. succeed in carrying out the planned privatization, the company 
will no longer figure in the Fortune 500 list. Together with a group of 
investors, dell prepares to make a leveraged buyout for $24.4 billion. 
Since Fortune 500 includes only public companies, if the plan succeeds, 
dell will be excluded from the list. yet the buyout has been impeded by a 
number of challenges, among them dell investor carl icahn’s belief that 
the offered repurchase price is too low.

amazon

ranked no.49 on the Fortune 500 list 
annual revenue: $61.1 billion.
ceo: Jeff Bezos
Founded 19 years ago as an online bookstore, amazon.com has become 
the world’s largest online retailer. This year, it made the Top 50 list of 
america’s largest corporations, rising from no.56 in 2012. not only does 
amazon implement the latest internet technologies, but it has also become 
an influential market player thanks to amazon Web Services which offers a 

wide range of cloud computing services both to customers and corporate 
clients.

Microsoft

ranked no.35 on the Fortune 500 list 
annual revenue: $73.7 billion
ceo: Steve Ballmer
Microsoft has been subject to so much criticism lately that one might think 
the Fortune 500 major software vendor is virtually out of business. Quite 
the opposite, in fact, as Microsoft managed to move up two spots in the 
ranking where in the previous year it was listed no.37. yet the fact remains 
that Microsoft is currently at a critical juncture. in the 90s, it was the most 
powerful iT company in the world, but times have changed. Windows oS 
and Microsoft office continue to bring in substantial amounts of cash, but 
they fail to keep up with the new megatrends such as cloud computing and 
mobile devices – in these segments, Microsoft lags way behind the leaders. 
will the company be able to reinvent itself and become a major service and 
device vendor as the company’s ceo Steve Ballmer has claimed? or will 
its sweet spot at no.35 in the Fortune 500 list remain Microsoft’s last high 
point?
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iBM

ranked no.20 on the Fortune 500 list 
annual revenue: $104.5 billion
Президент и CEO: Virginia rometty
iBM slid down a spot from the last year’s no.19, and there is a growing 
suspicion that the company has somewhat lost the impetus to move 
forward. it certainly remains an innovator – who else could create the 
Watson supercomputer which had a successful shot at Jeopardy? and yet, 
over the last few quarters, the revenue has hardly grown while server and 
data storage system sales have dropped. even prior to this unfortunate 
streak, iMB started to switch its business over to software and services. 
The company promised to do something about its weakening Power 
Systems, System x, and dSS operations, and according to crn, was 
recently engaged in talks over System x sale to lenovo. however, the 
negotiations are currently discontinued.

Verizon communications

ranked no.16 on the Fortune 500 list 
annual revenue: $115.8 billion
ceo: lowell Mcadam
Verizon is another company to move down a spot compared to its 15th 
place in the previous year’s list. The telecommunications giant continues 

to expand its mobile broadband access network offering a number of 
cloud and online services through its channel partners. early in this year, 
the company attempted to simplify its channel strategy combining six 
partnership programs into one. now, Verizon partners may specialize 
and receiver certification in five segments: networking, mobile, advanced 
communication media, cloud/applications, and machine-to-machine 
communication.

hewlett-Packard

ranked no.15 on the Fortune 500 list 
annual revenue: $120.4 billion
ceo: Margaret whitman
The last few years have been difficult for the Silicon Valley grand dame, 
and this year the company moved down five spots in the Fortune 500 
list compared to no.10 in 2012. apart from the obvious management 
difficulties and the controversial autonomy acquisition deal worth $11.1 
billion, hewlett-Packard’s mainstream server, printer, and Pc operations are 
also struggling. one has to hand it to hP executives: they understand that 
channel partners are one of the company’s strengths, and this resource 
can be used to straighten the ship. hewlett-Packard is also restructuring its 
Partnerone program and actively taking new partners onboard.

apple

ranked no.6 on the Fortune 500 list 
annual revenue: $156.5 billion.
ceo: Tim cook
it’s hard to believe that in the late 90s many people believed apple would 
not survive. yet thanks to its remarkable products (iPod, iPhone, and 
iPad) the company made a spectacular comeback, changing the face of 
consumer electronics market forever and revolutionizing the commercial iT 
market. This year, apple leaped over 11 spots in the Fortune 500 list from 
the last year’s 17th place. Still, can apple maintain its upward course? it’s 
been a year and a half since the company’s guiding star Steve Jobs’ passed 
away and now many analysts wonder: will apple remain the innovative 
power it has been for the last decade? last year, apple was named the 
world’s largest company by market capitalization, but having risen to 
the top, the company’s fortunes started to sink: after exceeding $700 in 
September, apple stocks have been steadily dropping.
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